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integrity. For a moment, Marx was mollified. He wrote to Engels:
'I saw him yesterday evening once more, for the first time
after sixteen years. I must say that I liked him very much,
much better than before. . . . On the whole he is one of the
very few persons whom I find not to have retrogressed after
sixteen years, but to have developed further.*
Friendship between these two men could not, however, be of
long duration. Bakunin was the apostle of Anarchist Com-
munism, as Marx was of political Communism; Marx hated Slavs,
Bakunin hated Jews. There were both personal and impersonal
reasons which made co-operation impossible. So far as Bakunin
is concerned, the personal reasons would not have sufficed to
produce an estrangement. After reading Capital he wrote: 'For
five and twenty years Marx has served the cause of socialism
ably, energetically, and loyally, taking the lead of everyone in
this matter. I should never forgive myself if, out of personal
motives, I were to destroy or diminish Marx's beneficial influence.
Still, I may be involved in a struggle against him, not because
he has wounded me personally, but because of the State social-
ism he advocates.'
Bakunin joined the International in 1868, and set to work to
bring it over to his views. He and Marx fought a fierce fight, in
which Marx and his followers proved themselves far from scru-
pulous. The spy accusation was revived; Bakunin was said to have
embezzled 25,000 francs. At the Congress at The Hague, in
1872, where Marx had a majority, it was decided to expel
Bakunin on the ground that he had 'resorted to fraudulent
manoeuvres in order to possess Himself of other people's
property.* But it was a barren victory. By the next year, the
International was dead
Both sections, Socialists and Anarchists, survived the end of
the International, but while the Socialist movement prospered,
the Anarchists remained always politically insignificant. In Russia,
Bakunin had a successor in many ways superior to himself,
namely Kropotkin, who lived to see the Marxists gain control of
the Russian State. Elsewhere^ except in Spain, Bakunin's follow-
ing died out Whatever may be thought of Marx's methods, there
can be no doubt that his programme was more practicable than
his rival's, and based upon a sounder estimate of human nature.
With the end of the First International in 1873, Marx's part in
public affairs came to aa end.
Marx was the first intellectually eminent economist to consider